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John Corbly (1733-1803) could be described as the common man’s George Washington (1732-1799); they were almost exact contemporaries.  While Washington came to the trans-Allegheny frontier on scouting and military missions, Corbly (nee Corbally)--who immigrated from the British Isles as a teen--came to carve out a place for himself, his family, and his church.  He was a man central to the era, involved in everything: clearing land, spreading Christianity, the contest with the Indians, pushing for American independence, and the rural skepticism toward centralized authority embodied by the Whiskey Rebellion.  Like Washington, he was a man of great presence and energy.
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